
ML KING ASSASSINATION TRIAL -- KING FAMILY STATEMENT  
 

On behalf of the family of Martin Luther King, Jr, Martin Luther King III today issued the 
following statement on the U.S. Justice Department's release of its report on their "limited 
investigation" of recent evidence regarding the assassination of Dr.King. 
 
"We learned only hours before the Justice Department press conference that they were 
releasing the report of their results of their "limited investigation," which covered only two 
areas of new evidence concerning the assassination of Dr. King. Given the recent verdict, we 
are able to state the following:  
 
(1). We initially requested that a comprehensive investigation be conducted by a Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, independent of the government, because we do not believe that, in 
such a politically-sensitive matter, the government is capable of investigating itself.  
 
(2). The type of independent investigation we sought was denied by the federal government. 
But in our view, it was carried out, in a Memphis courtroom, during a month-long trial by a 
jury of 12 American citizens who had no interest other than ascertaining the truth. (Kings 
v.Jowers).  
 
(3). After hearing and reviewing the extensive testimony and evidence, which had never before 
been tested under oath in a court of law, it took the Memphis jury only one hour to find that a 
conspiracy to kill Dr. King did exist. Most significantly, this conspiracy involved agents of the 
governments of the City of Memphis, the state of Tennessee and the United States of America. 
The overwhelming weight of the evidence also indicated that James Earl Ray was not the 
triggerman and, in fact, was an unknowing patsy.  
 
(4.) We stand by that verdict and have no doubt that the truth about this terrible event has 
finally been revealed. We urge all interested Americans to read the transcript of the trial on the 
King Center website and consider the evidence, so they can form their own unbiased 
conclusions. Transcript of King Family Press Conference on Trial Verdict - December 9, 1999. 
http://www.thekingcenter.org/news/trial.html Information: communications@thekingcenter.org 
 
Book about the trial and it’s proceeedings and outcome: An Act of State: The Execution of 
Martin Luther King (Hardcover) by William F. Pepper "1966.   
 
From Publishers Weekly, "Forget everything you think you know, Pepper insists. James Earl 
Ray did not pull the trigger. The journalist-turned-lawyer's previous title, Orders to Kill: The 
Truth Behind the Murder of Martin Luther King Jr., was more a prelude to this title than the 
final word. Twenty years after James Earl Ray was convicted, Pepper set out to clear him; in 
the process, he brought to light reams of evidence that were ignored in the original trial..."From 
Booklist "In 1978, Pepper began investigating the 1968 assassination of Martin Luther King Jr. 
In this absorbing and detailed book, Pepper maintains that James Earl Ray was not the assassin. 
Instead, Pepper's investigation points to a conspiracy by the U.S. government and its military 
and intelligence organizations to silence King's growing criticism of the Vietnam War and his 
anti-poverty campaign. http://www.amazon.com/Act-State-Execution-Martin-
Luther/dp/1859846955  


