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Abstract: This is an exploratory paper on the uses and applications of handheld technology in field based reporting. It focuses on the adoption of handheld devices by student-teacher supervisors and department chairs in their day-to-day observation and documentation functions. In this paper, handheld devices are defined as portable and personal data assistants carrying among others, word processing capabilities using a Microsoft Word translator. Initial observations indicate a favorable perception of the use of handhelds as a portable word processing computer. However, the Graffiti® writing system and the reliance on paper forms for field-based reporting present a few obstacles in adopting handheld technology in field-based reporting.
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Survey Results





Strengths:





� Simple navigation interface





� Good address book organizer





�	 Good appointment book 





� Information easily backed up on computer 





� Convenient portable keyboard








Equipment





Visor Handheld (2mb)


Foldable keyboard


Word processing program





Audience





Student-teacher supervisors


Department chairs
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Weaknesses:








� Supervisors prefer paper-based forms     for field based reporting.





� Graffiti hard to use





� Handheld screens are too small





� Not all handheld programs are compatible with Macintosh computers.





� Portable keyboard difficult to attach to handheld





� No need to use handheld for note taking during meetings
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