
Pathways to a Career in Education: AN EXCITING CAREER IS WAITING FOR YOU.

I WANT TO WORK IN UNDERGRADUATE PREPARATION ADMISSIONS TEST/ 
REQUIREMENTS

POST-B.A. PREPARATION

Preschool Major in Child and Adolescent Development �U�ÊNone �U�ÊNone

Elementary School Complete the Liberal Studies or Child and Adolescent Development Program 
plus have early �eld experience and ful�ll second language requirement.

�U�ÊBasic Skills Exam
�U�ÊCSET Multiple Subjects I, II, III
�U Complete �ngerprint clearance

�U�ÊComplete Multiple Subject Credential Program. 
�U�ÊPass the RICA exam.
�U�ÊFul�ll U.S. Constitution, Technology Level I and CPR requirements.

High School or Middle School Major in the subject area that you plan to teach OR pass the CSET plus have 
early �eld experience and ful�ll second language requirement.

�U�ÊBasic Skills Exam 
�U�ÊCSET if applicable OR Subject 

Matter Waiver in Content Area
�U Complete �ngerprint clearance

�U�ÊComplete Single Subject Credential Program. 
�U�ÊFul�ll U.S. Constitution, Technology Level I and CPR requirements.

Special Education  
(Preschool & K-12)

Complete undergraduate preparation for elementary or secondary education, 
have early �eld experience.

�U�ÊBasic Skills Exam 
�U�ÊCSET
�U�ÊWritten English Pro�ciency Level I 
�U�ÊComplete �ngerprint clearance

�U�ÊComplete Education Specialist Credential OR Clinical Rehabilitative Services 
Credential Program.

�U�ÊPass the RICA exam.
�U�ÊFul�ll U.S. Constitution, Written English Pro�ciency Level II, and CPR requirements.

Special Education  
(Speech Pathology)

Complete undergraduate preparation for Communicative Disorders, or complete 
additional CD courses if undergraduate preparation is in another area

�U�ÊBasic Skills Exam
�U�ÊWritten English Pro�ciency Level I

�U�ÊComplete Speech-Language Pathology Services: Language, Speech  
& Hearing Credential Program.

�U Ful�ll Written English Pro�ciency Level II
�U�ÊComplete �ngerprint clearance.

Adult Education  
(e.g. GED, ESL, Basic Skills)

Complete a bachelor’s degree including coursework in the area  
you wish to teach.

�U�ÊBasic Skills Exam 
  (only for academic subjects)

�U�ÊComplete Designated Subjects Credential Program.  
�U�ÊFul�ll U.S. Constitution requirement.
�U�ÊComplete �ngerprint clearance.

Educational Administration 
(Elementary, Middle or High School 
Principal) 

Complete undergraduate preparation for elementary or secondary education. 
Complete three years of teaching or service work and hold a teaching or services 
credential.

�U�ÊBasic Skills Exam �U�ÊComplete Administrative Services Credential Program. 

Pupil Personnel Services  
(School Counseling, School 
Psychology, School Social Work) 

Complete graduate preparation or be concurrently enrolled in the PPS area you 
wish to work.

�U�ÊConsult individual department or 
program.

�U�ÊEarn Master of Science degree in desired PPS program area.
�U�ÊComplete PPS Credential Program in desired area.
�U�ÊFul�ll the Basic Skills Requirement
�U�ÊComplete �ngerprint clearance.

Teacher Leadership Professional 
Development, Program & 
Curriculum Development 

Complete undergraduate preparation in the content area in which you wish to 
work. 

�U�ÊConsult individual department or 
program.

�U�ÊComplete Master of Arts in Education in a variety of available concentrations. 

School District Leadership
Complete undergraduate preparation for elementary or secondary education 
and have early �eld experience. Complete three years of teaching and hold a 
teaching and an administrative services credential.

�U Complete the SF State Doctor 
of Education in Educational 
Leadership.

�U�ÊComplete three years of teaching, hold a elementary or secondary education 
and teaching credential, and hold an administrative services credential.

TESOL (Teaching English to 
Speakers of Other Languages)

Complete an English major with a concentration in Language Studies OR 
prerequisite courses.

�U Consult SF State English 
Department.

�U Complete Master of Arts in English with a concentration in TESOL.

Community College Major in the subject you want to teach. �U�ÊConsult department. �U�ÊComplete master’s degree in your subject.

University Major in the subject you want to teach. �U�ÊConsult department. �U�ÊComplete doctoral degree (Ph.D. or Ed.D.). or other terminal degree.

Glossary of important terms

Administrative Services Credential  
The California credential that allows you 
to work as the principal of an elementary, 
middle or high school.

Basic Skills Exam A test of basic  
math, reading and writing skills. The 
CBEST is one example of such a test.  
For a complete listing of tests that  
ful�ll the Basic Skills requirement:  
http://coe.sfsu.edu/cstpc

CBEST California Basic Educational  
Skills Test. A test of basic math, reading 
and writing skills. Take it as soon as 
you have completed basic college 
requirements in English and math.

CTC Commission on Teacher 
Credentialing. A state agency that 
establishes, reviews and maintains 
standards for California teachers 
and awards credentials on the 
recommendation of a university.

Clinical Rehabilitative  
Services Credential   
The California credential that allows  
you to provide services in the areas  
of orientation and mobility.

CSET California Subject Examination  
for Teachers. A test on subject  
matter competency.

Designated Subjects:  
Adult Education Credential   
The California credential that allows you 
to teach speci�c subjects to adults.

Early Field Experience Required for 
admission to a credential program. 
Usually consists of a minimum of 45 hours 
of volunteer or work experience in the 
type of classroom environment in which 
you plan to teach. Classrooms should be 
culturally and linguistically diverse.

Education Specialist Credential  
The California basic credential that  
allows you to teach students with 
disabilities in speci�c areas of 
specialization (e.g., visual impairments).

Independent Doctoral Program   
An interdisciplinary doctoral-level  
program offered by SF State.

Multiple Subject Credential   
The California basic teaching credential 
that allows you to teach in a self-
contained classroom (usually grades K–5).

RICA Reading Instruction Competence 
Assessment. 

Single Subject Credential The California 
basic teaching credential that allows you 
to teach a speci�c subject to different 
groups of students (usually grades 6–12).

Speech-Language Pathology  
Services Credential  
The California credential that allows 
you to provide services in the areas of 
language, speech and hearing. 

 




