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Suit: Developer damaged
burial site near Brentwood

Parks system contends Shea Homes ruined
American Indian artifacts

By Hilary Costa

STAFF WRITER
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The California State Parks system this morning will
file a lawsuit seeking to recover millions of dollars
from a developer it says damaged an American
Indian burial site on park land near Brentwood.

The lawsuit will be filed this morning in Contra
Costa, Diablo Vista Superintendent Don Monahan
said Thursday.

According to a news release issued by the park
system, the suit against Shea Homes, developer of
the Vineyards at Marsh Creek, comes after 14
months of negotiations failed to reach a settlement.

The suit estimates damages to archaeological and
natural resources -- including an Indian burial
ground -- "in the millions of dollars."

"We see this as an unfortunate and extremely
serious violation," said Monahan, whose
district includes the Cowell Ranch-John Marsh State
Historic Park.

Dan O'Brien, area president with Shea Homes,
said the company was disappointed with the
breakdown in negotiations and had believed a
resolution was near.
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"We are and remain great stewards of the
environment in which we develop," 0'
Brien said.

The suit alleges deep disking brought Indian
artifacts to the surface of an ancient burial site and
damaged ceremonial artifacts, as well as a historic
site related to John Marsh near Brentwood in

unincorporated Contra Costa County.

Indian artifacts and human remains were found in
the area in 2006 when Shea undertook excavation

for its 480-acre development. Los Medanos College,
which had planned to build a Brentwood campus
near Marsh Creek, halted its construction after the
remains were found. Archaeologists estimated the
remains and artifacts had been in place for as long
as 9,000 years.

The area called into question by the lawsuit is
about 50 feet wide and 4 miles long -- roughly 12
acres.

"This was not a small, accidental violation
through a corner of the property," Monahan
said.

The suit also contends Shea Homes trespassed into
the Cowell-Marsh property by placing unauthorized
drainage pipes and nylon netting on park property,
building part of a vineyard on park property,
constructing a chain link fence on park property,
and installing devices meant to drive wildlife from
the area.

California State Parks and the state Attorney
General's Office have been in negotiations with
Shea since late 2006, but talks have failed to result
in a settlement, "leaving a lawsuit as the only
remaining course of action," according to the
news release.
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