


TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID
Grants 
Funds that are awarded to students with 
exceptional need. These awards do not 
need to be repaid unless the student 
withdraws from the University or receives 
an overaward. 

Loans 
Aid that must be repaid after a student 
is no longer attending college at least 
half time.

Scholarships 
Aid that does not need to be repaid 
and is based on academic achievement 
and other criteria such as community 
involvement and/or � nancial need.

Work Study
Aid that is earned through part-time work 
on campus or at participating agencies.

HOW FINANCIAL AID WORKS
To qualify for � nancial aid, you must show 
that you need aid. Need is the difference 
between what it costs to attend SF State 
and what you and your family can afford 
to pay toward the costs:

Cost of attendance at SF State
–  Expected family contribution

= FINANCIAL NEED

Cost of attendance includes direct 
educational costs (tuition, books 
and supplies) and living costs (meals, 
housing, transportation and personal 
expenses). Expected family contribution 
is determined by a process called a 
federal need analysis. This analysis takes 
into account family size, income, assets, 
parents’ age and other factors.

Don’t forget that missing critical deadlines 
may affect your eligibility for a grant or 
scholarship.

FINANCIAL AID 
AT SF STATE
APPLYING FOR FINANCIAL AID
At SF State there are many resources to 
assist you with the Financial Aid process. 
Grants, scholarships and work-study jobs 
require that you apply early, so be sure to 
meet all deadlines. Follow the steps even 
if you do not plan to attend SF State 
until the spring semester.

About half our students 

receive � nancial aid. There 

are many types of aid available 

and this brochure will help 

you sort through them. For 

more information, visit 

www.sfsu.edu/~� naid 

Financial Aid Facts

�U   Apply online at www.fafsa.ed.gov 
to the Federal Student Aid Programs 
between Jan 1 and March 2 every year.

�U   Select “San Francisco State University” 
and the school code “001154” on the 
colleges to receive information section.

�U   Submit veri� cation documents, such as 
IRS tax forms, to the Of� ce of Student 
Financial Aid as soon as possible if 
requested to do so.

�U  Cal Grants require additional 
applications and have separate 
deadlines. To be considered, you must 
mail a completed GPA Veri� cation Form 
by March 2 to the California Student 
Aid Commission in Sacramento. The 
form is available online at 
www.csac.ca.gov and/or at high 
schools, colleges and universities.

�U   Be sure to check your SF State e-mail. 
All correspondence from the Of� ce 
of Student Financial Aid is sent via 
e-mail. You will receive notices directly 
regarding Cal Grants and scholarships 
for which you applied.

�U   Don’t miss deadlines. If you do, you will 
be considered only for the Pell Grant and 
the Federal Direct Student Loan.

�U   Remember to reapply for � nancial aid 
each year by the stated deadline.

�U   CHECK YOUR FINANCIAL AID 
STATUS ONLINE on the SF State 
Gateway, inside.sfsu.edu/portal 

SCHOLARSHIPS
As you search for scholarships, be sure 
to take advantage of all the resources 
listed below. Start with the SF State 
Scholarship website. You must apply for 
each scholarship separately based on 
eligibility criteria. 

SF STATE SCHOLARSHIP WEBSITES
www.sfsu.edu/~� naid/scholarships 
More than 700 campus and outside 
scholarship opportunities, essay writing 
tips and helpful links. 

www.sfsu.edu/~fellows1
Nationally competitive and CSU system-
wide scholarships and fellowships.

OTHER WEBSITES
www.scholarship.com
Free online scholarship search service.

www.e4fc.org 
Resources for students who are non 
U.S. Citizens or Permanent Residents.

www.internationalscholarships.com
Resources for international students.

THERE’S NO REASON THAT MONEY SHOULD COME 
BETWEEN YOU AND A GREAT EDUCATION.

CAMPUS SCHOLARSHIP RESOURCES
One Stop Student Services Center
The scholarship bulletin board has 
scholarship opportunities, general 
information posted and scholarship 
handouts.

Academic Honors and 
Fellowships Of� ce

This of� ce assists undergraduate and 
graduate students in applying for 
nationally competitive and CSU system-
wide scholarships and fellowships. 
Contact Joy Viveros at fellows1@sfsu.edu 
or call for an appointment 415.338.2103.

Campus Academic Resource 
Program (CARP)
This academic support program will 
provide help in writing a scholarship 
essay. Contact them at 415.405.0316 
or carp1@sfsu.edu

ACADEMIC COLLEGES 
AND DEPARTMENTS

Colleges at SF State are made up of 
academic departments and programs. 
Many colleges administer their own 
scholarships or have information about 
outside scholarships. Be sure to contact 
both the college and the department 
in which you intend to study. Visit 
www.sfsu.edu/deptpage/acaddept.htm  
for contact information or our 
scholarship website.

SCHOLARSHIP TIPS

Apply for as many scholarships as you 
can. Remember, the more you apply for, 
the better your chances of winning one. 
The following tips will help you as you � ll 
out applications:

�U   Many organizations favor students 
with leadership ability, exceptional 
talents or involvement in the 
community. Emphasize these qualities 
as well as your academic achievements.

�U    Follow directions. If the application 
asks for a three-page essay, for example, 
do not submit more than three pages.

�U�ÊMake sure your scholarship essay   
 is conveying your character, personality,  
 values and experiences.

�U Support your experiences with 
compelling examples. Write in your 
own voice, giving the reader a sense of 
who you are and what you’re passionate 
about. Later, customize the essay for 
each speci� c application.

�U   Have several strong writers read and 
edit your essay for structure, grammar, 
redundancy and logic.

�U�Ê�Ê�ÊBeware of scholarship scams. 
You should never have to pay a fee for 
any service or to apply for a scholarship 
when there are many free scholarship 
services available online. Report 
scholarship fraud to the Federal Trade 
Commission: www.ftc.gov


