
Confidentiality and Respect Agreement for using  

the Language and Social Interaction Archive
The purpose of this agreement is to uphold the confidentiality agreement and respect for participants who have consented to being included in The Language and Social Interaction Archive (hereafter The LSI Archive). Individual participants have generously consented to allow video recordings of interactions they have participated in to be used for research purposes. By signing this document, you, as researcher, agree to conduct your research in ways that respect the participants as individuals and in ways that protect their right to privacy as detailed below.  

Respect for Participants

Researchers should focus analyses and findings on issues of communication processes and practices specifically. Researchers should avoid making evaluative statements about participants as individuals. For example, evaluative statements about individual characteristics including a participant’s physical appearance, mental ability, ethnic, racial, or religious background, gender display or sexual orientation are generally not appropriate. In the event that research takes a critical perspective on the communication in the archive, it is important that analyses focus on the practices or processes of communication rather than the individual participants. Any analyses taking a critical perspective shall be made in a professional manner consistent with ethics codes for research as described by the American Psychological Association. Please treat the participants with the same respect that you would ask if others were discussing you and your interactions. Further discussion of guidelines for respectful research concerning analyses of recorded face-to-face interactions may be found at: http://talkbank.org/share/ethics.html. 
Respect for Participants Rights to Privacy

Researchers using the Language and Social Interaction Archive agree to:

· Not make copies of any of the recorded data in the archive 

· Not share copies of segments of interactions with other researchers 

· Not access or use LSI archive data for purposes other than LSI research 

· Not disclose or reveal any personal or information or anything that may identify participants (this includes using pseudonyms and masking any personal information that may come up in transcripts and published writing)  
· Not show LSI Archive data in non-academic settings 

(Academic settings are those in which data and analyses are being discussed and evaluated in terms of research oriented goals.  Examples of such a setting are professional meeting and workshops.) 

· Not view LSI archive data in an environment where non-academic users might inadvertently view or hear it.

· Not reveal knowledge of a participant’s presence in archive data if the researcher should inadvertently meet or see a participant in a face to face setting.

Furthermore, researchers agree to properly cite The LSI Archive in publications and to notify the archive curator, Leah Wingard, wingard@sfsu.edu when data from the archive is used in a publication. Access to the LSI archive may be terminated at the discretion of the archive curator. 
Confidentiality Agreement and External Collaborative Researcher Access (continued)

I hereby accept the terms of the confidentiality and respect agreement as described above.



_______________

signature of researcher
date

printed name

institution

email address and telephone number

Area below to be filled out below if researcher does not hold a PhD

I have read this agreement and take responsibility for mentoring this student in appropriate uses of this archive as described above.



_______________

signature of researcher’s primary advisor



date

printed name

institution

email address and telephone number

Return your signed and dated copy of this agreement to:

Leah Wingard, Assistant Professor

Communication Studies

San Francisco State University

1600 Holloway Avenue

San Francisco, California 94132

Phone:  (415) 338-3171

E-Mail: wingard@sfsu.edu 

If you have questions regarding this form or the nature of the research please contact San Francisco State University’s Human Subjects Research Review Committee (415) 338-1093.
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